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200,000 tests a day': Germany pushes to
€ World Africa Americas Asia Australia China Europe India Middle East United Kingdom expand coronavirus testing

The Local
news(@th _l O,C .] d':_ |
Live Live Sign Up @thelocalgermany
Coronavirus pandemic How markets are CNN's coronavirus 3 Mareh 2020
reacting newsletter
caronavirus
11:08 a.m. ET, March 31, 2020 heelth
- - - living in germany
German scientists have developed a coronavirus
Share this article
testing method that could increase test capacity 0000
tenfold
From CNN's Fred Pleitgen in Berlin
A woman receiving a nasal swab at a drive-in for coronavirus T.e's1ir|;; in Munich. Ggr nanys 'nterior
German scientists have developed a method that could dramatically increase the capacity to test Winisiry Is pushing for more paopla1c do the tasts themselves In future. Photo: DPA

for coranavirus, the Science Ministry of the German State of Hessen says.

The new method allows for several samples to be evaluated at once, the Ministry wrote in a press = - S -
KWUSAISISUSYIgOoSUU

release, adding that this will allow for an “increase in the test capacity in Germany from about . -

40,000 tests per day to about 200,000 to 400,000 tests per day without any loss of quality in the JFIUASOIWU ANSAQNSOLIIN

diagnostics.”

40,000 drag1vaadu 1Uu

Normally, the various swabs taken during currents tests from the mouth and nose area and all R
separately evaluated. With the new method, scientists put several of the probes into a single, 200,000-400,000 QodU
special solution and test them with the so-called PCR method, which directly detects the SARS- TQEJ ﬁ ﬂﬂ]ﬂ1WﬁQ | ﬁfJ UIU UIC_\ U

CaoV-2 genome. If the total result is negative, then it is clear that the separate swabs are all 1

negative, the press release says and adds, “if the result is positive, then all the swabs have to be

evaluated separately.” 5
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